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Africanized Bees 

Description 

Africanized honey bees (AHB)  are a temperamental hybrid of several species of European 

honey bees (EHB) (Apis mellifera) and the African honey bee (Apis mellifera scutellata). Afri-

canized honey bees may appear very similar to EHB in the field or to the untrained eye. There 

are several characteristics that distinguish these two species from each other, but often a mi-

croscope is needed to make the distinctions. When in the field, the most noticeable difference 

between AHB and EHB is their behavior. Africanized bees are extremely aggressive in de-

fense of the colony. When agitated, AHB will often “swarm” to defend the hive and adults bees 

will often attack by stinging in large numbers. 

 

Images above show a female Africanized honey bee (Apis mellifera scutellata) from different angles. 
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Image to the left shows 

an aerial view of a female 

European honey bee 

(Apis mellifera). 
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Montana is not considered suitable habitat for AHB to be prolific, but they have migrated north 

up into the southern United States from regions of South America. Please see the map below 

on distribution of AHB in the US. 
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T: (406) 444-3790 

E: apiccolomini@mt.gov 

Web: www.agr.mt.gov/bees 

If you suspect AHB in your yard, please 

contact the Department immediately. Do 

not attempt to trap the bees yourself. Af-

ricanized honey bees can be extremely 

aggressive and an agitated colony may 

sting several hundred times. Recording 

the number of cases is important to bee 

health in Montana and can help in col-

lecting data on AHB. 


